Voriconazole salvage treatment of invasive candidiasis.
Data on the salvage treatment of invasive candidiasis with voriconazole in 52 patients intolerant of other antifungal agents or with infection refractory to other antifungal agents were analyzed. Patients had received a mean of two previous antifungal agents (range, 1-4 agents), and 83% had received an azole. Manifestations of invasive candidiasis included candidemia (37%), disseminated disease (25%), and infection of other sites (38%). The median duration of voriconazole therapy was 60 days (range, 1-314 days). The overall rate of response was 56% (95%CI, 41-70), with the following response rates observed for individual Candida species: Candida albicans, 44% (20-70); Candida glabrata, 38% (14-68); Candida krusei, 70% (35-93); Candida tropicalis, 67% (30-93); and other Candida spp., 100% (40-100). The response rate in patients who had failed previous azole therapy was 58% (42-73). Common adverse events (~20%) included nausea and emesis, abnormal liver enzymes, and visual disturbances. Serious adverse events occurred in four patients, and nine patients died. Voriconazole has promise as a salvage agent for the treatment of invasive candidiasis, even in the settings of previous azole therapy and infection due to Candida krusei.